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Re:  Jason Osborne & Friends of Jason Osborne
Cease and Desist Order-Campaign Finance Violations
AMOUNT DUE WITHIN 30 DAYS: §2,000

Dear Representative Osborne:

On January 24, 2025, the Election Law Unit sent you a notice that the receipts and
expenditures reports for your candidate committee, Friends of Jason Osborne, were
overdue for the 2024 election cycle. You provided this Office with itemized receipts and
expenditures information for the 2022 and 2024 election cycles on May 9, 2025, and you
filed your reports for those election cycles on August 29 and September 8, 2025,
respectively. Therefore, you filed your reports for the 2022 election cycle more than 33
months after they were due, and you filed your reports for the 2024 election cycle more
than ten months after they were due.

Accordingly, this Office orders you to cease and desist from further violations of
New Hampshire’s campaign finance law, RSA chapter 664. This Office further orders
you to pay a civil penalty of $2,000. See RSA 664:21, I11.

I. Background:

Prior to the 2022 election cycle, you registered your candidate committee and
filed campaign finance reports. However, you did not register your candidate committee
or file campaign finance reports for the 2022 election cycle or the 2024 election cycle.

On January 24, 2025, this Office notified you that you had not filed your
committee’s required campaign finance reports for the 2024 election cycle. This Office
explained that based on receipts and expenditures reports filed by other candidates and
candidate committees, during the 2024 election cycle your committee received
contributions in excess of $1,000 at least as early as June 3, 2024, and your committee
made expenditures in excess of $1,000 at least as early as August 24, 2024. Therefore,
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your committee was required to file receipts and expenditures reports for the 2024
election cycle beginning at least on June 3, 2024. See RSA 664:6 (requiring any political
committee whose receipts or expenditures exceed $1,000 to file statements of receipts
and expenditures); RSA 664:7 (requiring candidates for state representative whose
expenditures exceed $1,000 to file statements of receipts and expenditures). This Office
requested that you file these overdue 2024 election cycle reports within 30 days.

On February 23, 20235, you responded by e-mail and requested an additional two
weeks to file your committee’s reports. However, you did not file your committee’s
reports or otherwise respond to this Office’s follow-up communications until May 9. On
that date, you provided an excel sheet identifying all your committee’s receipts and
expenditures between 2022 and 2024,

Your reported receipts and expenditures confirmed that you were required to file
reports for the 2024 clection cycle. Additionally, your reported receipts and expenditures
exceeded the reporting threshold for the 2022 election cycle, confirming you were
required to file reports for the 2022 election cycle as well.

You ultimately filed your receipts and expenditures reports for the 2022 election
cycle on August 29, 2025. And you ultimately filed your receipts and expenditures
reports for the 2024 election cycle on September 8, 2025.

IL. Cease and Desist Order:

New Hampshire campaign finance laws require candidates and political
committees to timely and accurately report the amounts and sources of receipts and the
amounts and purposes of expenditures. These requirements are intended to prevent
corruption, or the appearance of corruption, by ensuring the public can timely and
accurately determine who has contributed to a candidate or committee. These
requirements further ensure that contributions are used for campaign purposes and not
converted to personal use.

To that end, RSA 664:6 requires any political committee whose receipts or
expenditures exceed $1,000 to file statements of receipts and expenditures, RSA 6647
similarly requires candidates for state representative whose expenditures exceed $1,000
to file statements of receipts and expenditures. See also RSA 664:21, II (providing
penalties that may be imposed for each weekday that each report is filed late).

It is imperative that all candidates and political committees follow New
Hampshire campaign finance laws. Here, you clearly did not do so for the 2022 or 2024
clection cycles.

For the 2022 election cycle, you were required to file campaign finance reports
for your committee on June 22, August 24, September 7, September 21, October 19,
November 2, and November 16, 2022, Although you provided this Office with itemized
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receipts and expenditures information in May of 2025, you did not file your reports for
the 2022 election cycle until August 29, 2025. Therefore, you filed your reports between
33 and 38 months late.

For the 2024 election cycle, you were required to file campaign finance reports
for your committee on June 19, August 21, September 4, September 18, October 16,
October 30, and November 13, 2024. Although you provided this Office with itemized
receipts and expenditures information in May of 2025, you did not file your reports for
the 2024 election cycle until September 8, 2025. Therefore, you filed your reports
between 10 and 14 months late.

You indicated that your delay in making these filings was due in part to
difficulties you experienced with trying to use the State’s online campaign finance
system. That is not an acceptable excuse for your failure to timely file all required
campaign finance reports. If you have difficulties navigating the online campaign
finance system going forward, you must proactively contact Secretary of State’s Office
for assistance before a deadline has passed.

IIT. Conclusion:

You filed your statutorily required campaign finance reports more than 10 months
late for the 2024 election cycle and more than 33 months late for the 2022 election cycle.
Moreovet, it took you more than seven months to file your campaign finance reports after
this Office first notified you that your reports were overdue. Your failure to timely file
these reports deprived the public of the ability to review your reports during those
election cycles.

Accordingly, you are ordered to cease and desist from further violations of New
Hampshire’s campaign finance law, RSA chapter 664. You are further ordered to pay a
civil fine of $2,000 within 30 days of the date of this letter. See RSA 66421, TIL.

Your payment of $2,000.00 shall be made by check payable to “Treasurer, State
of New Hampshire” and mailed to the Office of the Attorney General, 1 Granite Place
South, Concord, NH 03301, Attention: Senior Assistant Attorney General Brendan A.

O’Donnell.
Sincerely,
Y M

Brendan A. O’Donnell

Senior Assistant Attorney General

Civil Bureau

brendan.a.odonnell@doj.nh.gov
BAO/bao
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January 24, 2025

Representative Jason Osborne

AubumI NH OiOiZ

Re:  Jason Osborne & Friends of Jason Osborne
Notice of delinquent campaign finance reports

Dear Representative Osborne:

The Election Law Unit received a complaint alleging that your candidate
committee, Friends of Jason Osborne, has not filed any receipts and expenditures reports
for the 2024 election cycle. Upon review, this Office determined that you failed to file
receipts and expenditures reports on June 19, August 21, September 4, September 18,
October 16, October 30, and November 13, 2024, despite being required to do so. Please
file each of these statutorily-required reports within 30 days of the date of this letter.

L Reporting Requirements:

RSA 664:6 requires any political committee whose receipts or expenditures
exceed $1,000 to file statements of receipts and expenditures. RSA 664:7 similarly
requires candidates for state representative whose expenditures exceed $1,000 to file
statements of receipts and expenditures. See also RSA 664:21 (providing penalties that
may be imposed for each day that each report is filed late).

For the 2024 election cycle, these reports were required to be filed on June 19,
August 21, September 4, September 18, October 16, October 30, and November 13,
2024.

For past election cycles, you registered “Friends of Jason Osborne” as your
candidate committee. Based on receipts and expenditures reports filed by other
candidates and candidate committees, during the 2024 election cycle your committee
Friends of Jason Osborne received contributions in excess of $1,000 and made
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expenditures to other candidates and candidate committees in excess of $1,000. Your
committee received contributions in excess of $1,000 at least as early as June 3, 2024.

Therefore, your committee Friends of Jason Osborne was required to file receipts
and expenditures reports for the 2024 election cycle. Despite being required to file these
reports, you have not yet filed a candidate committee registration or filed any of the
required reports for the 2024 election cycle.

II. Conclusion:

Please file each of your overdue receipts and expenditures within 30 days of the
date of this letter. Should you need additional time to respond, please do not hesitate to
reach out. Your prompt attention to this matter is appreciated.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me directly,

Sincerely

ﬂ (/
Brendan A. O’Donnell
Assistant Attorney General

Civil Bureau
brendan.a.odonnell@doj.nh.gov

BAO/bao





