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October 15, 2025

Granite Solutions

ATTN: Chair Joseph Sweeney
PO Box 266

Salem, NH 03079

Re:  Granite Solutions
CEASE AND DESIST ORDER - Campaign Finance Violations
AMOUNT DUE WITHIN 30 DAYS: §500

Dear Representative Sweeney:

On February 11, 2025, the Election Law Unit sent you a letter notifying you that
your political advocacy organization, Granite Solutions, had not filed any campaign
finance reports after September 4, 2024, and additionally failed to file a 48-hour
independent expenditure report for a mailer that the organization had sent out. You
promptly responded and ultimately filed your overdue receipts and expenditures reports
by March 16, 2025, and your overdue independent expenditure report by April 9, 2025.

Although this Office appreciates that Granite Solutions promptly filed these
overdue campaign finance reports, the organization’s initial failure to file these reports
violated campaign finance law and deprived the public of timely access to this
information during the 2024 election cycle. Accordingly, this Office orders Granite
Solutions to cease and desist from further violations of New Hampshire’s campaign
finance law, RSA chapter 664. This Office further orders Granite Solutions to pay a civil
penalty of $500. See RSA 664:21, 111

I. Background:

Granite Solutions is a registered political advocacy organization. For the 2024
State Primary election cycle, Granite Solutions filed each of the required receipts and
expenditures reports through September 4, 2024. However, Granite Solutions did not file
any further receipts and expenditure report for the 2024 election cycle. Nor did Granite
Solutions file an independent expenditure report related to a mailer that Granite Solutions
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sent on or around September 7, 2024,

After receiving a complaint, this Office determined that Granite Solutions had
failed to timely file these required campaign finance reports and sent you a letter on
February 11, 2025, notifying you that the reports were delinquent.

You promptly responded to this Office’s letter and worked with the Secretary of
State’s Office to file the overdue reports. You ultimately filed the receipts and
expenditures reports on March 16, 2025, and the independent expenditure report on April
9, 2025.

1I. Cease and Desist Order:

New Hampshire campaign finance laws require candidates and political
committees to timely and accurately report the amounts and sources of receipts and the
amounts and purposes of expenditures. These requirements are intended to prevent
corruption, or the appearance of corruption, by ensuring the public can timely and
accurately determine who has contributed to a candidate or committee. These
requirements further ensure that contributions are used for campaign purposes and not
converted to personal use.

It is imperative that all candidates and political committees follow New
Hampshire campaign finance laws. Here, Granite Solutions clearly did not do so because
it failed to timely file receipts and expenditure reports after September 4, 2024, and failed
to timely file an independent expenditure report for the September 7, 2024 mailer. The
committee’s failure to timely file these reports deprived the public of the ability to review
those reports during the 2024 election cycle.

Going forward, Granite Solutions must ensure that it is complying with RSA
chapter 664°s reporting requirements, including ensuring that all reports are filed timely.

I1I1. Conclusion:

This Office orders Granite Solutions to cease and desist from further violations of
New Hampshire’s campaign finance law, RSA chapter 664. This Office further orders
Granite Solutions to pay a civil penalty of $500 within 30 days of the date of this letter.
See RSA 664:21, 111

Your payment of $500.00 shall be made by check payable to “Treasurer, State of
New Hampshire” and mailed to the Office of the Attorney General, 1 Granite Place
South, Concord, NH 03301, Attention: Senior Assistant Attorney General Brendan A.
O’ Donnell.
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This matter will be closed upon receipt of the civil penalty.

Sincerely,

ot

Brendan A. O’Donnell

Senior Assistant Attorney General

Civil Bureau

brendan.a.odonneli@doj.nh.gov
BAOQ/bao
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February 11, 2025

Granite Solutions

ATTN: Chair Joseph Sweeney
PO Box 266

Salem, NH 03079

Re:  Granite Solutions
Notice of delinquent campaign finance reports

Dear Representative Sweeney:

The Election Law Unit received a complaint alleging that the political committee
Granite Solutions, for which you are the chairperson and treasurer, did not file any
receipts and expenditures reports after making its September 4, 2024 filing for the 2024
primary election cycle. Upon review, this Office has determined that Granite Solutions
failed to file a receipts and expenditures report on September 18, 2024. Additionally, it
appears that Granite Solutions failed to file an independent expenditures report within 48
hours of sending out a mailer that was not authorized by any candidate. Please file each
of these statutorily-required reports within 30 days of the date of this letter.

I. Reporting Requirements:

Granite Solutions 1s a registered political committee. For the 2024 State Primary
election cycle, Granite Solutions filed each of the required receipts and expenditures
reports through September 4, 2024. See RSA 664:6, L, 11, 1I-a (requiring political
committees to file reports by the Wednesday 12 weeks before an election, the Wednesday
3 weeks before an election, and the Wednesday immediately preceding an election). '
However, Granite Solutions did not file the final receipts and expenditure report for that
primary cycle, which was due September 18, 2024. See RSA 664:6, I1I (requiring
political committees to file a report by the second Wednesday after an election); see also
RSA 664:21 (providing penalties that may be imposed for each day that each report is
filed late). :

The complainant also provided a copy of a mailer titled “Tim Cahill’s Stolen
Valor — A Disgrace to our Veterans,” which Granite Solutions allegedly sent on or
around September 7, 2024. That mailer included a disclaimer stating that it had been
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paid for by Granite Solutions and further stating that the mailer was “[n]ot authorized by
any candidate or candidate’s committee.” However, Granite Solutions has not filed the
required independent expenditures report for this mailer. See RSA 664:6, IV-a (requiring
each political committee whose independent expenditures exceed $1,000 to file an
itemized statement within 48 hours of the expenditure being made); RSA 664:2, XI
(defining “independent expenditures™).

11. Conclusion:

Please file each of your overdue receipts and expenditures reports within 30 days
of the date of this letter. Your prompt attention to this matter is appreciated.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me directly,

ot

Brendan A, O’Donnell
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Bureau
brendan.a.odonnell@doj.nh.gov

Sincerely,

BAO/bao



